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by charity, that God is honoured.   But the sacred books it neither becomes
you to demand nor me to surrender."   The governor ordered executioners
to be called into court, and commanded Muccapor, the most noted among
them for his inhumanity, to torture the holy prelate.   Philip bore his tor-
ments with invincible courage.   Hermes told the governor that it was not
in his power to destroy the word of God, even though he should take away
all the writings in which the true doctrine is contained.   The judge com-
manded him to be scourged.    The governor distributed the vessels and
books among his officers; and, to please the infidels and terrify the Christians,
caused Philip and the other prisoners to be brought to the market-place,
surrounded with guards, and the church to be uncovered by taking off
the tiles.    In the meantime, by his orders, the soldiers burned the sacred
writings, the flames mounting so high as to frighten the standers-by.   This
being told to Philip, in the market-place, he took occasion from this fire
to discourse of the vengeance with which God threatens the wicked, and
represented to the people how their gods and temples had often been
burned, beginning with Hercules, protector of their city, from whom it
derived its name.   By this time Caliphronius, a pagan priest, appeared in
the market-place with his ministers, who brought with them the necessary
preparations for a sacrifice and a profane feast*    Immediately after the
governor Bassus came, followed by a great multitude, some of whom pitied
the suffering Christians, others, especially the Jews, clamoured loudly
against them.    Bassus pressed the bishop to sacrifice to the gods, to the
emperors, and to the fortune of the city.   Then, pointing at a large and
beautiful statue of Hercules, he bid him consider what veneration was due
to that piece*    Philip showed the absurdity of adoring a base metal and
the work of a drunken statuary.    Bassus asked Hermes if he, at least,
would sacrifice.    " I will not," replied Hermes, " I am a Christian/*
Bassus said, " If we can persuade Philip to offer sacrifice, will you follow
his example? "   Hermes answered he would not; neither could they per-
suade Philip.    After many useless threats and pressing them to sacrifice
at least to the emperors, he ordered them to be carried to prison.   As they
went along, some of the rabble insolently pushed Philip and often threw
him down;   but he rose with a joyful countenance, without the least
indignation or grief.   All admired his patience;  and the martyrs entered
the prison joyfully, singing a psalm of thanksgiving to God.   A few days
after they were allowed to stay at the house of one Pancras, near the prison,
where many Christians and some new converts resorted to them to be
instructed in the mysteries of faith.   After some time they were remanded
to a prison, contiguous to the theatre, which had a door into that building
with a secret entry.   They there received the crowds that came to visit
them in the night.
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